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FANNIE LOU HAMER, ROSA 

PARKS, AND CORETTA SCOTT 
KING VOTING RIGHTS ACT REAU-
THORIZATION AND AMENDMENTS 
ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 9) to amend the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965: 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 9, the Voting Rights Act Re-
authorization and Amendments Act of 2006. 
The right to vote is the very foundation of our 
democracy. Yet millions of minority voters face 
discrimination when exercising this crucial 
right. As the most effective civil rights statute 
ever enacted, it is our duty to support the Vot-
ing Rights Act. H.R. 9 will better safeguard the 
rights of minorities. Throughout our history, mi-
nority groups have struggled hard to achieve 
the right to vote. Key provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act will expire if this legislation is not 
passed. We need to ensure that these hard- 
won gains are not rolled back. 

The fight against voter discrimination is far 
from over. H.R. 9 provides more accountability 
in the voting process so that the votes of 
American citizens who are not fluent in 
English will be properly counted. In addition, 
this will effectively combat discrimination 
against voting minority groups. As a represent-
ative of a territory where the native language 
of Chamorro is widely spoken, among other 
languages, I can personally attest to the im-
portance of accommodating non-native 
English speakers. 

H.R. 9 is a necessary reinforcement to the 
cornerstone of our democracy. Minorities have 
a much greater voice today than decades be-
fore thanks to the Voting Rights Act. I urge my 
colleagues to support this important legisla-
tion. 

f 

THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 
LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, rise today in 
honor and recognition of the leaders and 
members of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Par-
ish, of Cleveland, Ohio, as they celebrate 80 
years of faith, guidance and support, embrac-
ing generations of citizens throughout our 
Westside Cleveland community. 

In 1926, Our Lady of Mount Carmel was es-
tablished to serve the spiritual and cultural 
needs of the Italian-American residents of this 
neighborhood. Father Sante Gattuso and Fa-
ther Martin Compango were selected by then- 
Cleveland Bishop John Farrelly to assist and 
guide the needs of the growing population of 
Italian-American families, including newly ar-
rived immigrants from Italy. 

Father Sante slowly garnered the trust and 
admiration of the people of the West 69th 
neighborhood and people began gathering on 

the front porch of the Fascano family home, 
where services were first conducted. Store-
front space was rented for many years until 
ground was broken on West 70th Street in 
1949, the year that the parish and newly built 
grade school found a permanent home—all of 
which was made possible by the faith, commit-
ment and devotion of Father Sante Gattuso 
and the faithful Italian-American community of 
the Westside. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of every leader and 
member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
as they celebrate 80 years of cultivating faith, 
hope and heritage for generations of families 
within our Cleveland community. We also rise 
in honor and memory of the struggle, sacrifice 
and triumph of the founding members of this 
parish, who journeyed to America with few 
possessions beyond faith, love and hope in 
their hearts and the grit to survive. Love and 
faith still shines from Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Parish, encircling this neighborhood with 
light, strength and hope rising on the dawn of 
every new day. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, on July 10, 
2006 I missed rollcall votes Nos. 358 and 359. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes Nos. 358 and 359. 
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CONGRATULATING II–VI 
INCORPORATED 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate II–VI Incor-
porated, one of the leading high tech compa-
nies in southwestern Pennsylvania, as they 
celebrate the 35th anniversary of their found-
ing. 

In 1971, II–VI Inc. began by producing ma-
terials available for the manufacture of high- 
powered industrial CO2 laser optics. II–VI Inc. 
has grown into a global company with head-
quarters in Saxonburg, Pennsylvania. Today, 
CEO Carl Johnson carries on II–VI’s tradition 
of serving the needs of western Pennsylvania. 

More than 30 years after its founding, this 
western Pennsylvania-based company is rac-
ing to keep up with record demand for its in-
frared optics, radiation detection products and 
crystals used in laser and telecommunications 
equipment. The company was recently se-
lected as one of Businessweek’s Hot Growth 
Companies. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating II–VI Incorporated. It is an honor to 
represent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute this 
wonderful company. 

ON THE RESOLUTION HONORING 
WESLEY BROWN, THE FIRST AF-
RICAN AMERICAN GRADUATE OF 
THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 17, 2006 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the first African American graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy and a venerable District of 
Columbia resident, Retired Lieutenant Com-
mander Wesley Brown. On the Fourth of July, 
I urged District residents to commemorate the 
day by celebrating the service of Wesley 
Brown as a tribute to his historic achievement 
and as a way of reminding the nation on this 
day of liberty that thousands of men like Wes-
ley Brown have served their country in the 
armed forces without equal representation in 
Congress and that the pending District of Co-
lumbia Fair and Equal House Voting Rights 
Act affords a way to begin to right this wrong. 

Wesley Brown is an alumnus of Dunbar 
High School, and upon graduation, entered 
the United States Naval Academy. There, he 
not only met the tough academic and military 
requirements to graduate from the Naval 
Academy in 1949, but also prevailed over ra-
cial discrimination and physical and mental 
abuse at the Academy. Mr. Brown served hon-
orably in World War II, the Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War. He retired from the Navy at 
the rank of lieutenant commander. In recogni-
tion of his achievement, the Academy named 
a building after Mr. Brown last year. His re-
markable life story is chronicled in the book 
‘‘Breaking the Color Barrier: The U.S. Naval 
Academy’s First Black Midshipmen and the 
Struggle for Racial Equality’’ by Robert 
Schneller. I am particularly and personally 
grateful to Mr. Brown, who chaired my first 
Service Academy Selection Board, which as-
sists me in nominating D.C. high school stu-
dents for appointments to the military acad-
emies, and remains Chairperson Emeritus. 

Wesley Brown has become a historical fig-
ure living among us. His graduation was a piv-
otal moment in the nation’s efforts to integrate 
the armed forces of the United States and to 
improve racial conditions. His leadership 
paved the way for over 1,600 African Ameri-
cans who have since graduated from the 
Naval Academy. Today, nearly 23 percent of 
the Academy’s students are from minority 
groups. 

Wesley Brown deserves special recognition 
for this pioneering accomplishment, and the 
service he rendered to the cause of equal 
treatment for all Americans by courageously 
accepting unusually difficult challenges for a 
young Black man before the armed forces 
themselves were integrated. He did so as gen-
erations of Washingtonians have done for the 
past 230 years in serving the Armed Forces of 
the United States, always without equal rep-
resentation in the Congress of the United 
States and always paying taxes without rep-
resentation, notwithstanding that this form of 
tyranny was one of the major causes of the 
War for Independence which led to the found-
ing of the United States of America. 

In the spirit of another great Washingtonian, 
Frederick Douglass, who challenged the na-
tion in a July 4th address to live up to its stat-
ed ideals of freedom and equality, I recognize 
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